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religion, or sexual orientation, we all 
have an equal say in our democracy via 
our vote; which is why the vote is so 
important. It is the great equalizer and 
it gives us confidence in our govern-
ment, that whoever the people select to 
be President should be the force of the 
majority. 

But the concern I am speaking about 
today is the concern that somehow the 
election this past November might 
have been interfered with by another 
government. 

Now, I know we have all heard about 
the intelligence community’s classified 
report regarding Russian hacking and 
interference in our elections. I have 
read it and so have many of my col-
leagues. And, allegedly, President 
Trump has read the document as well. 

My concern is that we seem to have 
different interpretations of a document 
that is very clear about unprecedented 
outside interference. For those of us 
who have read it, shock. Shock that 
another country would be so cavalier 
in their approach to interfere with an 
election, to manipulate the truth, to go 
farther than we have ever seen in try-
ing to get the outcome they wanted 
and ultimately got. 

There is no secret that President 
Trump has an unnerving affection for 
Russian President Vladimir Putin. 
Trump has called Putin ‘‘very smart.’’ 
He claimed Putin was a better leader 
than Barack Obama. And Trump even 
defended Putin in a recent interview 
with a FOX News talk show host. 

The connections to Russia and his 
Cabinet are equally unnerving. Sec-
retary of State Rex Tillerson had nu-
merous business dealings with Russia, 
and was even recognized by Putin with 
the Order of Friendship in 2013. 

But it doesn’t stop there. Just last 
week, U.S. investigators confirmed 
that parts of the 35-page intelligence 
dossier, compiled by a former British 
spy, were accurate. The dossier con-
tained still unconfirmed details of an 
all-too-cozy relationship between Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin and the 
Trump Cabinet. 

Just yesterday, President Trump’s 
own National Security Adviser, Mi-
chael Flynn, resigned after being bust-
ed for having potentially illegal con-
versations with the Russian Govern-
ment regarding lifting sanctions on the 
country prior to President Trump tak-
ing office; conversations he had pre-
viously misled to the FBI and the Vice 
President. 

Who else knew about Flynn, and 
when did they know about it? 

Now, I don’t bring this up as an effort 
to get back into a Cold War with Rus-
sia, as some seem to condone. I am dis-
gusted by the Russian Government’s 
scapegoating of the LGBT community 
and their authoritarian approach to 
civic affairs. I think getting back into 
a Cold War would be a terrible idea, 
and there are some areas around the 
globe where we could welcome coopera-
tion to solve humanitarian crises. 

My concern lies in that the Russian 
Government did something, hacking 

and interfering in our elections with 
the intent of electing their choice for 
President, Donald Trump. That must 
be addressed through sanctions and 
safeguards to make sure it never hap-
pens again. 

If anyone in the executive branch is 
suggesting lifting any sanctions after 
what just happened, there needs to be a 
public dialogue about why, because if 
they read the same report that I did, 
there is no way that would be the ap-
propriate response. 

But given President Trump’s unwill-
ingness to accept the reality of the 
Russian interference in our election, 
given the closeness of several leading 
members of the President’s Cabinet to 
Russia, and given the recent resigna-
tion of our National Security Adviser 
over his dealings with Russia, I feel it 
is imperative that the American people 
get all the facts. 

Should we be lifting sanctions 
against a country our intelligence com-
munity tells us intentionally, and in 
multiple ways, tried to interfere with 
our elections and, ultimately, get the 
person they wanted elected? Or should 
we be doing even more to guarantee 
the sovereignty of our country and the 
integrity of our elections in every pos-
sible way? 

Currently, the House and Senate In-
telligence Committees are inves-
tigating Russian interference with our 
elections, and I applaud them for tak-
ing the issue so seriously. Personally, I 
would love to see an outside, non-
partisan, independent review as well. 

However, we need to take this right 
to the people. The classified report 
about election interference by the Rus-
sians could, in my opinion, with appro-
priate protections, be declassified so 
that the American people could see it 
for themselves. 

Mr. President, I request you ask for 
that report to be fully declassified. If 
your administration’s assertions are 
correct, let the American people see it. 
Let the truth come out. 

But my guess is, when they see the 
totality of the report, there will be a 
lot of explaining for this administra-
tion to do, both about our response to 
Russia and how we protect our elec-
tions in the future. 

It is really that simple. Let the peo-
ple decide. Declassify the report. 

f 

HONORING BROOKHAVEN NA-
TIONAL LABORATORY ON ITS 
70TH ANNIVERSARY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. ZELDIN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Brookhaven National 
Laboratory on its 70th anniversary. 

The United States is the greatest Na-
tion in the world, and one of the rea-
sons why is Brookhaven National Lab-
oratory. Their science research is ag-
gressively pursuing cures to illnesses, 
protecting our national security, and 
increasing our energy independence. 

Imagine being able to witness a 
recreation of the very beginning of our 
universe, a replica of the primordial 
soup which once comprised all that had 
existed right before your very eyes. 
Also imagine that this very same 
equipment could be used to find cures 
to illnesses such as cancer and heart 
disease. 

I am proud that Brookhaven Na-
tional Laboratory is located in the 
greatest congressional district in 
America, the First Congressional Dis-
trict of New York. 

For nearly three-quarters of a cen-
tury, Brookhaven has stood as a world- 
class research center that conducts 
groundbreaking studies within the sci-
entific community. Brookhaven asks 
the big questions that scientists have 
been researching for generations, and 
has allowed us to look into the build-
ing blocks of our world. 

Between preservation of our eco-
system, studies on the environment, 
and researching new forms of sustain-
able energy, Brookhaven is a world 
leader in scientific research. 

There is also incredible cultural and 
historical relevance of the site of 
Brookhaven National Laboratory. 
There was once a World War I Army 
training center called Camp Upton lo-
cated where Brookhaven stands today. 
It was at this camp that Irving Berlin 
wrote ‘‘God Bless America’’ while serv-
ing in the U.S. Army. 

Brookhaven is not only a local and 
regional treasure, but also a national 
asset. The machines in Brookhaven 
have been utilized by the most brilliant 
minds in America, from the scientists 
of MIT and Yale to the engineers at GE 
and IBM. 

While there are 17 national labs 
across our great country, Brookhaven 
is a unique user facility which focuses 
in a number of disciplines, not limited 
to particle physics, chemical engineer-
ing, and systems engineering and inte-
gration. 

In previous Congresses, critical fund-
ing has been provided in support of the 
ARPA-E program for several of 
Brookhaven’s phenomenal projects on 
energy production and storage, and so 
much more. 

There has been discussion in the past 
to cut funding for Brookhaven’s nu-
clear physics program to levels that 
haven’t been seen since 2008. This 
would be a mistake. 

Brookhaven features some of the 
most important scientific efforts in the 
world, with assets like the National 
Synchrotron Light Source II, or NSLS- 
II. NSLS-II has allowed for incredible 
advancement in the research and devel-
opment of super conductors, which 
have the potential to revolutionize en-
ergy consumption in the U.S. and save 
into the billions for the American peo-
ple and American businesses. 

Another program in need of our con-
tinued support is the Relativistic 
Heavy Ion Collider, or RHIC. This 
multi-faceted machine is essential for 
studies on matter and has key prac-
tical applications, like figuring out 
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how to best protect our homeland 
using detector technology. 

There is also the Brookhaven Linac 
Isotope Producer, or BLIP, which has 
been recently upgraded to advance the 
field of medical science. This upgrade 
allows BLIP to better diagnose and 
treat illnesses, including heart disease 
and many forms of cancer, such as leu-
kemia and melanoma. 

With Congress’ continued support, 
there is limitless potential for needed 
discovery and advancement. 

I thank the Speaker for allowing me 
to discuss this amazing national treas-
ure. I also thank Doon Gibbs, who is 
the lab director, for his outstanding 
leadership at this facility. 

It is a privilege to stand here on the 
floor of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives to speak on behalf of America’s 
great scientists and their vital work. 

Congratulations again to Brookhaven 
National Laboratory on 70 years of 
groundbreaking, innovative research. 

And to everyone at home, Happy Val-
entine’s Day. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOE 
WILLIAMS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. COSTA) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of a loving family 
man, a great friend, a veteran, a civil 
rights leader, and former Fresno City 
Council member, Joe Williams. 

Joe passed away last week at the age 
of 79. He was a loving husband, father, 
and grandfather. He dedicated much of 
his life to public service. 

No matter whether you were a good 
friend or you hardly knew Joe, he had 
a way of making everyone feel impor-
tant and special. 

In 1968, he started a 26-year career at 
the Fresno Economic Opportunities 
Commission. After 2 years of serving as 
the director of the Fresno County Head 
Start, Joe was promoted to serve as 
the executive director for Fresno EOC. 
During his tenure at the Fresno EOC, 
he established 35 new programs, with a 
budget starting at $1.8 million, growing 
it to $37 million. 

With the help of over 670 employees 
in the Fresno EOC, he was able to im-
plement so many important programs, 
such as the Women, Infants, and Chil-
dren program, otherwise known as 
WIC; opened the first rural health clin-
ic in Fresno County; and started Meals 
on Wheels programs for seniors. 

But he didn’t stop there. Joe was a 
doer. He created a sanctuary program 
for homeless youth, which was estab-
lished and later named in his honor 
upon Joe’s retirement. Under his lead-
ership, the Fresno EOC became a model 
for similar programs around the Na-
tion, one of the truly outstanding lead-
ers in terms of community action agen-
cies in the country. Joe made that hap-
pen. 

In 1977, he became the first African 
American elected to the Fresno City 

Council. He served two terms and was 
always an advocate for what was best 
for the entire city. He said: You know, 
you’ve got to feel it in your gut; and if 
it’s there, you do it. 

He was a civil rights leader in our 
San Joaquin Valley and throughout 
the State and the Nation, encouraging 
others to do the right thing. 

My thoughts and prayers are with 
Joe’s wife, Laura; their children, Mi-
chael and his wife, Sonya, Winston, and 
Terri; his brother, George; his grand-
children, great-grandchildren, and nu-
merous nieces and nephews. 

My colleagues, I ask you to join me 
in paying tribute to the life and times 
of Joe Williams. He will be remembered 
in a selfless way in which he lived his 
life, always looking to help those in 
the community who needed help. 

As Emerson once said: ‘‘To have a 
friend is first to be a friend.’’ 

Thank you, Joe, for being my friend 
and being the friend of our community. 
I join his family in honoring his life 
and love and service to our country, 
and he will be greatly missed. 

FLOODING CONDITIONS IN CALIFORNIA 
Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 

speak about the flood conditions in 
California. It is either feast or famine. 
We either had the last 6 years of some 
of the driest conditions we have experi-
enced in over 1,000 or, in the last 2 
months, record rain and snow in the 
mountains and, thus, floods that we are 
experiencing. 

This last weekend I joined on an offi-
cial tour of Merced County with Sheriff 
Warnke. In Le Grand, this weekend we 
had 25 homes in my district that were 
evacuated. 

I commend the collaboration between 
the Merced County officials, the Cali-
fornia Office of Emergency Services, 
and FEMA for rightly declaring a state 
of emergency for the flooding that is 
happening and may continue with new 
storms coming. 

My thoughts are with the people in 
Butte, and Sutter and Yuba Counties. 
The emergency spillway that could be 
compromised at Oroville Dam is some-
thing that we are all concerned about; 
200,000 people, as we know, have been 
evacuated from their homes. 

That is why I joined Congressman 
GARAMENDI and my colleagues in send-
ing a letter to President Trump re-
questing, as the government has asked, 
a Major Disaster Declaration under the 
Stafford Act. A Major Disaster Dec-
laration will provide greater collabora-
tion among local, State, and Federal 
governments, and will provide imme-
diate resources where they are most 
needed. 

Additionally, we must invest in Cali-
fornia’s infrastructure needs. Its water 
infrastructure needs to fix a broken 
water system. The President has pro-
posed a significant massive infrastruc-
ture program, $1 trillion. That could be 
used not only in California, but 
throughout the entire country. 

We need additional water storage in 
order to prevent devastating flood con-

ditions as we are having now, and also 
to store that water so we can have it 
during the dry conditions. So two 
things go hand in hand. 

There are another series of storms 
expected later this week, and we still 
have about 2 months left of our winter 
season. Therefore, we need all hands on 
deck. We are using every tool available 
to reduce the potential flood and dam-
age and accidents that are there, but 
we must invest to fix this broken water 
system. 

The President’s proposal will allow 
us to provide additional surface storage 
supply to not only protect against 
flooding, but also to store that water 
so that when we have the dry periods in 
California, we can use that water for 
our crops and for the people who need 
it the most. 

f 

b 1030 

HISTORIC BRISTOL BOROUGH, 
PENNSYLVANIA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to speak about Bristol Bor-
ough, Pennsylvania, a picturesque 
town in my district situated along the 
Delaware River midway between Phila-
delphia and New York. Since 1824, Bris-
tol Borough has embraced the motto 
‘‘Welcome Friend’’ after a sign greeted 
Marquis de Lafayette on his ‘‘Farewell 
Tour of America.’’ Bristol Borough 
continues to welcome newcomers to an 
incredibly caring community of resi-
dents and leaders pushing the town 
into the future. 

Bristol Borough’s history closely par-
allels the economic, commercial, and 
industrial history of the United States. 
In the late 1960s, U.S. Steel Corpora-
tion closed their facilities just up the 
road, and thousands of employees lost 
their jobs. In turn, downtown Bristol 
Borough lost an incredible amount of 
traffic. But what the people did not 
lose was their passionate desire to im-
prove their town, restoring its former 
glory with an eye to an even brighter 
future. 

Mr. Speaker, the people of Bristol 
Borough are tough, resilient, and they 
have grit. Small-business owners in 
downtown Bristol are revitalizing their 
town, and they have been noticed. As a 
finalist in the nationwide Small Busi-
ness Revolution, Bristol Borough 
shines a spotlight on the vital impact 
small businesses have on our economy, 
our communities, and our daily lives. 

As a member of the House Committee 
on Small Business, I pledge my com-
mitment to pursue policies that pro-
tect and foster these small businesses 
and that make Bucks County truly a 
great place to live. 

OPIOID EPIDEMIC 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 
heroin and prescription opioid abuse 
are devastating communities across 
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